MOTHER LODE FRIENDS OF MUSIC

Concert
Masterpieces of the Russian piano repertoire
Fund-raising concert for the Friends of Music, followed by a buffet dinner of Russian specialties at the home of Ron Brickman in West Point
Sunday, September 18, 2011, 3:00 p.m.
The Music—Pianist and Friends of Music President Ron Brickman presents a survey of Russian piano music—among the richest in all musical history—spanning some 200 years.  The program begins with a work by Mikhail Glinka, often considered the father of Russian music, paying homage to his predecessor, Alexander Alabiev, with a set of variations on the latter’s famous song, “The Nightingale,” that remains part of the Russian vocal repertoire even today. Some fifty years later, another Russian composer, Mily Balakirev, continued the tradition with a concert paraphrase on Glinka’s own bird-themed melody, “The Lark.”  The program continues with the dazzling Etude de virtuosité in A flat by Pyotr Schlözer, followed by a set of exquisite miniatures by Anatoly Lyadov.  A short example of the relatively few works for piano by Tchaikovsky, “Humoresque” leads into the monumental concert paraphrase on themes from Tchaikovsky’s opera Eugen Onegin by the virtuoso pianist and teacher Paul Pabst, the composer’s contemporary.
The second half of the program explores the rich repertoire of 20th-century Russian piano music, starting with two works of Alexander Scriabin:  the transitional Etude Op. 42, No. 5, and the path-breaking Vers La Flamme.  Two short preludes and a prelude and fugue by Dmitri Shostakovitch follow, with the program concluding with the great Seventh Sonata of Sergei Prokofiev, one of the composer’s most popular works in any genre.
The Food—The concert will be followed by a buffet of Russian specialties prepared by Jeneca Glasier.  This professional caterer (the niece of the soloist) has, with her husband Gabriel, provided an array of stunning food at several previous MLFM events.  For this occasion, the meal will start with the traditional borscht soup.  Made in their own way by housewives and chefs throughout the Russian empire for generations, this version consists of a flavorful beet-vegetable broth spiked with shredded carrots and cabbage, served hot with sour cream, fresh dill and Russian breads. The buffet will include piroshkis—yeast rolls stuffed with a variety of meat, cheese and vegetable fillings, Salade Olivieh (salade russe of mixed cooked vegetables in a mayonnaise-based dressing), a rice and pumpkin casserole, and other assorted salads and condiments.  Dessert will feature blinis (yeast pancakes) served with sweetened farmer’s cheese and sour cherry preserves.  For beverages, guests can sample kvas, a fermented cola-type drink of ancient origin and still popular in Russia, chilled vodka, Russian beer, samovar tea, and a selection of domestic and international wines.
The Setting—Many of those attending this event will have already enjoyed the home of pianist Ron Brickman, one of the Mother Lode’s finest residences. The major part of the home was built in the early 1950’s, in the heyday of the local lumber industry, with the walls and floors built of 2x4s of local Douglas fir and pine.  In the 1990s, the soloist substantially enlarged and upgraded the residence, while keeping its unique character.  In the last ten years, the focus of attention has been on the extensive landscaping around the home.  The residence is situated on a 35-acre property with over 200 fruit and nut trees, and has a sweeping view of Blue Mountain, which dominates the region.  The house was originally the home of Bim Brockman, where the soloist received his piano education throughout his childhood.  The event on September 18 continues a tradition of piano recitals in this setting spanning some sixty years.

(It is necessary for guests to climb about fifteen shallow steps to enter the upstairs living/concert room for the recital.  Exact directions will be given to those attending.)
Price of admission per person:  $40

Ticket information:  Advance purchase of tickets is required. Seating is limited. Fill out the form below and send with your check for the number of tickets desired to MLFM, PO Box 1362, Jackson, CA 95642.  You may also purchase tickets at Mother Lode Music, Prospect Plaza Shopping Center, Martell.  For ticket availability and other information, call (209) 293-4227 or brickman@volcano.net.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

NAME__________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________
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Number of tickets desired_________ X $40 per ticket = $___________ Amount enclosed

